attracts some of the best younger research workers; secondly, because its advances are being translated into clinical practice more quickly; and thirdly, because the different textbooks are written for different sections of the medical world. This book is meant primarily for the senior medical student and for young doctors and it has therefore been kept as readable as possible. It is an excellent comprehensive survey and equally suitable for the family doctor or consultant.
It is a book which should arouse the interest of the reader and this is particularly true of those sections which have been the subject of special study by the authors. Both peptic ulcer and colitis have been covered in a most interesting and practical way. The book is remarkably comprehensive; it includes liver and pancreatic diseases and gives a concise and up-to-date account of the common conditions.
If one had to make a criticism, it would be to note the relative lack of comment on the role of psychological factors in causing symptoms and aggravating disease. The management of anxiety states makes up an appreciable part of medical practice though this, admittedly, is not confined to the alimentary system.
The illustrations are well chosen and have reproduced well. The new edition of this now well-established and popular textbook is by over 100 pages longer than were the two earlier ones, the increase being due to the inclusion of more descriptive osteology and a number of new illustrations. There has also been much revision of the text, making for greater clarity. As before the approach has as its aim a presentation of the essential facts on which a sound knowledge of regional anatomy can be based. There is, however, much stressing of fundtion, especially in relation to muscles and joints. The applied significance of anatomical knowledge is also continuously indicated. As is demonstrated by its popularity with senior students, the objectives of the volume are certainly realized. The necessity of keeping the volume within reasonable bounds and its generally pedagogic aim, do, on occasions, give it a dogmatic tone. Thus the statement that 'the prostate is a male organ with no counterpart in the female' surely requires some amplification. That 'fewer than three pulmonary veins are almost unknown except in abortions' is not only incorrect but misses an opportunity to indicate the clinical importance of anomalous drainage of these vessels.
Again it is confusing to the student to be told that the testis projects through the peritoneum in the fcetus. And the blastocyst cavity is not the extraembryonic ccelom. Such small points, however, will doubtless gradually be cleared up in subsequent editions of Professor Last's book. That there will be more of them is bound to follow from the volume's popularity.
Many of the illustrations are excellent, but some do not do justice to the volume or the subject. The curious superimposition of a diagram of the triceps muscle on the arm of what purports to be Leda can doubtless be regarded as a jeu d'esprit; its omission would give satisfaction to any admirer of Leonardo. But one hopes Miss Dobson's short annotations on eponyms will always be retained, if only because they show that anatomy has a history and a literature.
J D BOYD
Anatomy in Surgery by Philip Thorek MD FACS FICS 2nded ppxxiv+904 illustrated £7 lOs London: Pitman 1963 Philadelphia: JBLippincott This is the second edition of a work written by an author who teaches both anatomy and clinical surgery. In the preface Dr Thorek states that the intention of his book is to narrow the gap between preclinical anatomical teaching and clinical surgery. His approach has, therefore, been selective and some anatomical detail has been omitted in order to emphasize the aspects most relevant to operative surgery. In the main the author has achieved his objective and in every section the lesson is pointed by an illustrated account of an appropriate surgical procedure. The text is clear and easier to read than most anatomical works. The illustrations, many of which are in colour, form one of the best features of this book. To the practising surgeon a good illustration is the best aide-memoire and this work excels in this respect.
'Anatomy in Surgery' will be read by those working for their-primary FRCS and it will provide a very useful addition to the surgeon's library. This monograph describes investigations on 100 patients with tumours of the brain or of the acoustic nerve and also on dogs. Pistons were fitted into trephine openings, so that intracranial pressure and any changes in it could be measured.
Increase in intracranial pressure is not necessarily uniform, especially in the presence of spaceoccupying lesions, but varies in different parts of
